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On Dec. 16, in San Jose, Costa Rica, the Central American Human Rights Commission
(CODEHUCA) issued a press release providing details of what it characterized as a recent
scorched earth operation by the Guatemalan army in Ixcan, El Quiche department. According to
CODEHUCA, an umbrella group of regional human rights organizations, in late November the
army swept through the villages of Cuarto Pueblo and Los Angeles, reducing the two to "ashes and
rubble." The estimated 600 residents from the two villages fled the area shortly before the army
arrived, heading towards Chiapas, Mexico. The military operation reportedly began with troop
mobilizations on Nov. 21. On the 27th, an estimated 450 troops began their sweeps through the
two villages, provoking the exodus of the local inhabitants. According to CODEHUCA, "the army
proceeded to destroy everything. They burned the houses to the ground, killed all the livestock,
ruined the crops, and stole anything they could find that was of value." The two villages where
the operation was carried out are located smack along the Mexican border, in an area considered
the country's heaviest Army-guerrilla conflict zone. In fact, the inhabitants of Cuarto Pueblo and
Los Angeles were "internally displaced" citizens uprooted from their original villages in the Army
counterinsurgency drives of the early 1980's. Both villages mark the site where a group of refugees
is scheduled to return to from Mexico in mid-January under terms of an accord reached with the
government in October. Spokespersons for the estimated 45,000 refugees in Mexico condemned the
operation in Ixcan as a grave violation of those accords and called on the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) to intervene in order to avoid further jeopardizing the repatriation process.
About 4,000 refugees are scheduled for repatriation during the first half of January. For its part,
the army has characterized most of the Ixcan as a major stronghold of the Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca, URNG). Heavy fighting near
Cuarto Pueblo and Los Angeles was indeed corroborated by the Army's public relations office DIDE
(Departamento de Informacion y Divulgacion del Ejercito), which claimed it had destroyed five rebel
camps in the area. On Dec. 16, in Guatemala City, spokespersons from the Catholic Church reported
that a planned fact finding visit to Ixcan by a group of reporters, church officials, and human rights
workers was cancelled after delegation members received reports of intense combat between rebels
and army troops in those zones. In a communique published the previous day in Guatemala City
newspapers, the URNG asserted that during armed clashes registered in the first two weeks of
December, rebels inflicted 53 casualties on the army. According to the URNG, fighting took place
in Ixcan and Chajul, El Quiche department, as well as at several locations in the departments of
El Peten and Solola. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
12/15/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/16/92)
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